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public life of Rome was inseparable from religion: every
action of the state began and ended with a religious ceremony,
and the religious part of the proceedings was just as important
as the secular part. The imperium or executive power of the
magistrate was closely connected with his exclusive right of
ascertaining the will of the gods by auspices, of soliciting, in
the name of the community, their protection, and lastly of
propitiating them, when their dissatisfaction or anger was
made manifest by signs and wonders (prodigia). Under these
conditions it was important to the state to know the history
of its relations with its gods. The duty of keeping these
records was laid upon the pontiffs; and the records, as far
as they were preserved, were the earliest annals of religious
and political life at Rome.
We have already spoken of the part played by the citizens
as a whole. As well as political rights, each citizen had
a number of political duties. He was bound to defend the
state by serving in the army, to contribute a part of his
income to the needs of the state, and to give his labour to
the state when the public safety required it, as, for example,
in the building of walls.
Thus, at the end of the fifth century and beginning of the
fourth, Rome becomes a powerful state and enters the arena
of international politics over the civilized world. She was
now not merely a strong city-state with a large and wealthy
population: she was also the centre of a great confederacy
between Italian tribes and cities. In international affairs
she speaks henceforth not only in the name of her own citizens
but also in the name of a powerful confederation, all of whose
members had, in a greater or less degree, assimilated the
results of the culture generally diffused in that age.

